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CMEP Joins Humanitarian Organizations in releasing
Humanitarian Access Snapshot #14

September 28, 2026, Washington, D.C.- Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) has joined
national and international humanitarian organizations in signing a new snapshot documenting the
increasingly difficult operating environment facing humanitarian organizations and Palestinian
communities across the West Bank, including East Jerusalem.

The snapshot, based on a survey of 29 international and national NGOs conducted in September
2026 and covering the preceding six months, documents the growing humanitarian needs and
increasingly constrained ability of organizations to provide assistance. While the survey does not
represent every NGO operating in the West Bank, its findings underscore the persistent and
worsening challenges facing Palestinian communities and those seeking to serve them.

According to the organizations surveyed, escalating settler violence, military raids, settlement
expansion, demolitions, movement restrictions and other policies are contributing to
displacement, restricting access to essential services, and making it increasingly difficult for
Palestinians to remain safely on their land.

Humanitarian organizations are experiencing these consequences directly. Staff and partners
face threats and attacks, roads and access routes are increasingly restricted or unsafe, and
communities are becoming more isolated from essential assistance and services. NGOs report
being forced to delay, relocate, reduce or suspend programs while adopting alternative methods
of operation whenever possible. Even organizations that have reduced their visibility in an effort
to protect staff and operations continue to face significant risks.

CMEP joins the signatories in drawing attention to the urgent need to protect humanitarian
access and the safety of humanitarian workers and the communities they serve. The continued
deterioration of conditions in the West Bank has profound consequences not only for
humanitarian assistance, but also for the ability of Palestinian communities to remain on their
land and live with dignity and security.
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This snapshot is based on asurvey of 29 international and national NGOs' conducted in the first week of
September and covering the previous six months, from March through August 2026. While the results do not
capture every NGO operating in the West Bank, they reflect the persistently constrained operating

environment and impact on Palestinian communities,

Israeli policies in the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, are pushing Palestinians deeper into
humanitarian crisis. State-backed settler violence is
escalating sharply, targeting Palestinians in their homes,
on the roads and on their land.? Combined with military
raids, settlement expansion, demolitions and movement
restrictions, these policies and practices are further
consolidating annexation of the occupied West

Bank, forcibly displacing communities and making

it increasingly difficult for Palestinians to remain on

their land.

For humanitarian organisations, the consequences are
immediate. Needs are rising while the space to respond
is shrinking. Staff and partners face attacks and threats,
routes are closed or too dangerous to use, and
communities are increasingly cut off from essential
assistance and services. National and international
NGOs are consistently being forced to delay, relocate,
scale back or suspend services, while adopting
alternative ways of working to maintain operations

wherever possible. Despite reducing their visibility to
mitigate risk, they continue to face attacks. At the same
time, many of these organisations are facing shrinking
budgets as donors reduce funding, forcing cuts to
essential services for families in need.

As Israeli elections approach, the government is not
restraining these dynamics, and instead is allowing them
to accelerate. Political measures and increasingly
extreme rhetoric are emboldening settlers and
entrenching impunity, leaving already displaced and
isolated communities to face even greater danger.

Intensity and breadth of Israeli
attacks and restrictions are far more
today than they were 6 months ago.
Before, it was usually one place, one

specific measure.

Humanitarian v in the West Bank

1 Specifically, 20 international and nine national Palestinian NGOs. Collectively, the organisations wark across all 11 West Bank

governorates.

2 At least 88 Palestinians (OCHA, 4 Sep 2026; 11 Sep 2026; 18 Sep 2026) have been killed and about 1,900 injured by Israeli forces or
settlers in the West Bank since the beginning of 2026. Mare than 2,600 Palestinians have been displaced so far this year due to settler

attacks and related access restrictions. [OCHA)

3 Given the threat of retribution facing humanitarian groups for speaking publicly, some organisations and staff have requested not to be

named publicly.

Palestinian communities at risk of erasure
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Formed in 1984, Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) is a coalition of more than 30 national church

communions and organizations, including Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, and Evangelical traditions that works to

encourage US policies that actively promote a comprehensive resolution to conflicts in the Middle East with a focus

on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. CMEP works to mobilize US Christians to embrace a holistic perspective and to
be advocates of equality, human rights, security, and justice for Israelis, Palestinians, and all people of the Middle
East.

Recent CMEP Statements and Press Releases:

Sep 22, 2026: CMEP Stands in Solidarity with the Armenian Church and Calls for the
Protection of Armenian Christian Heritage

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) stands in solidarity with the Armenian Apostolic Church
and echoes the concerns expressed by the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin regarding recent
statements by Hikmet Hajiyev, Assistant to the President of Azerbaijan, about the historic
Armenian monastic complexes of Gandzasar and Dadivank. The denial or distortion of the
Armenian identity of these ancient Christian sites is deeply concerning. Gandzasar and Dadivank
are not simply historic buildings; they are places of worship and enduring witnesses to the
spiritual, cultural, and historical presence of the Armenian people in Artsakh. Their preservation is
a matter of religious freedom, cultural heritage, and respect for historical truth.

Sep 21, 2026: Churches for Middle East Peace Delegation Visits Armenia in Solidarity with
Armenian Church and People

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) recently led a delegation of Christian executive leaders
to Armenia for a solidarity visit focused on the country’s Christian heritage, current geopolitical
challenges, the situation of displaced Armenians from Artsakh, and the vital role of the Armenian
Apostolic Church in the spiritual and cultural life of the Armenian people. The delegation included
representatives of CMEP, the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, the
Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC), and the World Council of Churches. The visit provided an
opportunity for Christian leaders from across the global Church to listen to Armenian
communities, engage with civil society, and deepen relationships with the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

Sep 17, 2026: Churches for Middle East Peace Delegation Travels to Egypt, Jordan, and
Israel/Palestine for Regional Peace, Interfaith, and Christian Community Engagement
Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) recently completed a regional delegation to Egypt,
Jordan, and Israel/Palestine, bringing together senior CMEP leadership and Christian partners
for a series of meetings with government officials, religious leaders, humanitarian organizations,
civil society partners, and communities directly affected by the ongoing crises in the Holy Land.
The delegation included Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon, Executive Director of CMEP, and
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Christopher Huth, Middle East Partnerships Manager. In Jerusalem, they were joined by His
Eminence Archbishop Vicken Aykazian of the Armenian Apostolic Church and Her Excellency
Vicki Downey of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

Aug 24, 2026: CMEP Elevates the “Jerusalem Voice for Justice” Appeal For Gaza, the
West Bank, and the Christian presence in their land

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) elevates and stands in solidarity with the appeal issued
today by A Jerusalem Voice for Justice, “For Gaza, the West Bank, and the Christian presence in
their land.” We join this ecumenical Christian witness in refusing to allow the suffering of

Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank to become normalized or forgotten. The appeal’s call for
the protection of civilians, humanitarian access, an end to violence and displacement, and
equality and dignity for all reflects our conviction that a just and lasting peace must include the
rights and voices of Palestinians, including the historic Christian community whose presence is
an integral part of the land’s past, present, and future.

Aug 11, 2026: CMEP Expresses Support for the Armenian Apostolic Church

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) affirms the vital role of the Armenian Apostolic Church
in the spiritual, cultural, and historical life of the Armenian people and in the wider Christian
family. We are deeply concerned about undue interference in the internal affairs of the Church
and urge respect for its independence and sacred mission.
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