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Statement: Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) Elevates Statement by the Council of
Patriarchs and Heads of Churches of Jerusalem Regarding the Latest Settler Attack on Taybeh

July 14, 2025, Washington D.C.- Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) elevates and stands in
full support of the recent statement by the Council of Patriarchs and Heads of Churches of
Jerusalem, mourning the latest attack in Taybeh and calling attention to the increasing pattern of
violence and intimidation against Christian communities throughout the Holy Land. The desecration
of sacred land, destruction of farmland, and repeated harassment of residents in Taybeh are not
isolated incidents, but part of a broader, systematic campaign of erasure. CMEP condemns these
targeted attacks and the impunity with which Israeli settlers act, often with the knowledge or
complicity of Israeli authorities. We echo the call for international action, accountability, and
protection. In the face of this violence, we urge Christians around the world to lift their voices in
prayer and advocacy for the Christian community of Taybeh and all those seeking peace, safety,
and dignity in the land where our faith began. Last week, CMEP issued its own statement about the
recent settler attack on Taybeh, you can read it here.

You can read the full statement by the Council of Patriarchs and Heads of Churches of
Jerusalem below:
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###

Formed in 1984, Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) is a coalition of more than 30 national church communions

and organizations, including Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, and Evangelical traditions that works to encourage US

policies that actively promote a comprehensive resolution to conflicts in the Middle East with a focus on the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict. CMEP works to mobilize US Christians to embrace a holistic perspective and to be advocates of

equality, human rights, security, and justice for Israelis, Palestinians, and all people of the Middle East.

 

Recent CMEP Statements and Press Releases:

July 9, 2025: CMEP Condemns the Israeli Settler Attack Against the Palestinian Christian
Village of
Taybeh
Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) condemns the most recent attack by Israeli settlers on the
Palestinian Christian village of Taybeh, where on July 7, 2025, settlers deliberately set fire near the
town cemetery and the historic Church of Saint George, dating back to the 5th century. This violent
act, thwarted only by the intervention of local residents and firefighters, is part of what local Christian
clergy describe as “a series of dangerous, systematic attacks” against the village’s land, holy sites,
and people. Taybeh, historically known as Ephraim, is the last entirely Christian town in the West
Bank, and these assaults represent not only a grave threat to its security but a direct effort to
undermine the Christian presence in the Holy Land.

July 8, 2025: CMEP Joins more than 200 Humanitarian Organizations in Condemning Israel’s
Militarized Aid Distribution Scheme in Gaza
Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) joins more than 200 humanitarian organizations in calling
for the immediate end to Israel’s deadly, military-controlled aid distribution scheme in Gaza and the
restoration of a unified, UN-led humanitarian coordination mechanism. The Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation, now responsible for food delivery, has replaced 400 community-based distribution
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points with only four militarized sites, turning the desperate pursuit of food into a death sentence.
Since the scheme’s implementation, over 500 Palestinians have been killed and nearly 4,000 injured
while simply trying to survive.

July 1, 2025: CMEP Calls for Release of Unlawfully Detained Palestinian Medical Personnel 
Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) joins twenty four other civil society organizations in calling
for the release of the unlawfully detained Palestinian medical workers in Gaza and the West Bank.
This includes doctors, nurses, and other healthcare professionals working for international
humanitarian organizations such as MedGlobal and Children Not Numbers. 

June 24, 2025: CMEP Welcomes Iran-Israel Ceasefire and Urges U.S. to Prevent Further
Escalation; Calls for Immediate Focus on Ending the War in Gaza
Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) welcomes the ceasefire between Iran and Israel and urges
all parties, including the U.S., to ensure it holds and leads to long-term de-escalation. The U.S.
attack on Iranian nuclear facilities was unlawful and reckless, bringing the region dangerously close
to another devastating war. As we step back from the brink, the U.S. must now prioritize a
permanent ceasefire in Gaza and renewed focus on ending the ongoing atrocities against the
Palestinian people.

June 23, 2025: CMEP Calls for Protection of Syria’s Christian Communities following a
suicide attack on the Church of the Prophet Elias in Damascus in Damascus
Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) mourns the devastating suicide bombing that took place at
the Greek Orthodox Church of the Prophet Elias in Damascus, Syria, on June 23, 2025. CMEP
stands in deep solidarity with Syria’s Christian community and calls for the international community
and the Syrian government to safeguard the rights and protections of all minorities in Syria.

See all of our public statements and press releases.

DONATE

HOME ABOUT BLOG EVENTS

https://www.facebook.com/ChurchesforMEP
https://www.facebook.com/ChurchesforMEP
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=ChurchesforMEP
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=ChurchesforMEP
https://www.instagram.com/churchesformep/
https://www.instagram.com/churchesformep/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChurchesMEPeace/videos?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChurchesMEPeace/videos?sub_confirmation=1
https://default.salsalabs.org/T60ecc4b4-9838-44b9-bd21-d509b3afb3ad/bbc56375-7ca1-4cd2-b9a2-ae7713cf5999
https://default.salsalabs.org/T801f1b40-f680-46f5-b2a1-5cd8b9926274/68b39494-e5fd-4eba-9478-b971bd63946e
https://default.salsalabs.org/T4228ff65-e4ad-4509-9f6b-33b7d4a914d7/af1a742d-637c-4d0d-abed-fcc421e54c27
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb9cb7391-71b4-41d6-a098-c8c56d619c26/f9326b31-a60a-425e-830b-e218bd6f8a77
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb9cb7391-71b4-41d6-a098-c8c56d619c26/f9326b31-a60a-425e-830b-e218bd6f8a77
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tcb67b507-4469-4595-83cc-9519ae0d3df1/06f54e42-2df3-4ed3-a3eb-c70960144ea5
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf16fe7f7-32e0-4c2a-8388-30179856f857/341ceb7f-e82e-44f0-be63-d6112064b5bb
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf16fe7f7-32e0-4c2a-8388-30179856f857/341ceb7f-e82e-44f0-be63-d6112064b5bb
https://default.salsalabs.org/T9558bd93-db0d-4246-b9a5-467a9866e165/ab15071b-9a17-4a8e-b07a-bd02e09fe5c8
https://default.salsalabs.org/T0fed2eb6-0aa6-4af6-aa94-adce0b4a0790/81bc34ea-6f95-491b-81fb-03f3b7cdf499
https://default.salsalabs.org/T90da47bd-3350-429a-88bf-f54c0a47cb3d/627df83d-f284-4676-9469-52315daa8ccf
https://default.salsalabs.org/Taddcebbf-ba9f-499a-987d-16ff9e5712e1/0ee26a31-be2f-4fcd-bdb9-f76d939e1143
https://default.salsalabs.org/T24bd490e-0ac0-44c7-9ee7-e26f4acd24c9/c153439a-1242-4cc4-9bda-b70a9b975f8d
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tfcaa5b91-505e-433a-9326-fb3b55084f30/17418536-93c1-49da-9176-63d504800bda
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc6d8ce67-c68c-4ac6-a8e1-a74c9d539aa3/64ea8874-af9c-4d1d-98f1-463331aed32d


Unsubscribe or Manage Your
Preferences


