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For 40 years CMEP has been working for peace and justice in the Middle East. Our work has
been focused on educating U.S. Christians on the realities in the Middle East, elevating
Middle Eastern Peacemakers, and advocating for just U.S. policy. Since October 7th we have
leaned in to these callings and have been working non-stop in the fervent hope that there
will be a comprehensive bilateral ceasefire, that the captives will be free, that humanitarian
needs will be met, and that the root causes we've been focusing on for four decades will
finally be addressed in a way that means our work won’t be necessary for another 40 years.

This report focuses on our work during the Program Year 2023-2024, which began shortly
before the attacks on October 7, 2023. 

We invite you to join us in believing that peace is possible and justice will prevail.
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STAND IN
THE G.A.P.

CHURCHES FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE
(CMEP)

GIVE. ACT. PRAY.

The 2023-2024 Program Year was a time of intense focus on the importance of our work and the critical
life-saving task of ending violence. Our priorities this year as we called on everyone to stand in the GAP
(Give. Act. Pray.) were:  

Comprehensive Bilateral Ceasefire
Setting the captives free
Demilitarization - stopping U.S. arms to Israel
Humanitarian Aid
Restoration of UNRWA funding
Address the root cause sof hte conflict

I have provided a daily video update on the news from the Middle East, particularly as it relates to
Church communities, every single day since October 7, 2023. We have literally not stopped working for
peace and justice. We truly believe that peace is possible and justice will prevail. We will not stop
working. As we reflect on the work of the past year and the work ahead of us, we are committed to the
mission to mobilize US Christians to embrace a holistic perspective and to be advocates of equality,
human rights, security, and justice for Israelis, Palestinians, and all people of the Middle East.

As you review our work from this past program year, we invite you to join us in standing in the GAP. 

-Mae

Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon
Executive Director
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Traveling &
Educating
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Fall 2023 Regional Events

Spring 2024 Pilgrimage to Peace

We have travelled from coast to
coast speaking at churches,
universities, and with communities
about the importance of peace
and justice. Our travel schedule
was broken up into two large
focuses over the past program
year.  In addition, we hosted
multiple weekly virtual events.
You’ll see more details about each
of these in the following pages. 

Virtual, Hybrid, & Regional Events

A Time to Pray

Boston | Seattle | Los Angeles | Phoenix | Milwaukee | Chicago |Atlanta
|Grand Rapids | New York City | Boston | Upstate NY | D.C. | Notre Dame

New York | New Jersey | Illinois | North Carolina  

Weekly Prayer Time and News Briefings | Live from Jerusalem services 
| Educational Webinars | Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimages

At the White House | From Jerusalem | Advent Reflections & Prayer Chains 
| Weekly Zoom Gatherings
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A sampling of our numerous in-person,
virtual, and hybrid events. Visit
cmep.org/events for upcoming
opportunities.

http://cmep.org/events


Boston, Mass | Oct 2023

On October 18th, CMEP Executive Director Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon spoke as a panelist at Harvard
Religion and Public Life for the event "Faith in Action: Jewish, Christian, & Muslim Solidarity for Just
Peace in Times of Conflict" at Harvard Divinity School. The event, which was attended by
approximately 50 Harvard students and community members, examined how three scholar-
practitioners fuse their religious convictions, academic pursuits, and calls to social justice,
peacebuilding and Palestinian liberation. Rev. Dr. Cannon was joined by Dr. Atalia Omer, Professor of
Religion, Conflict, and Peace Studies at Notre Dame's Kroc Institute of Peace and Dr. Hussein Rashid,
Assistant Dean for Religion and Public Life at Harvard Divinity School. The panel was moderated by
Dr. Diane Moore, Direction and Associate Dean for Religion and Public Life at Harvard Divinity School.
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On October 18th, CMEP Executive Director Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon performed the morning
prayers at Memorial Church in Harvard Yard. The 20-minute daily prayer service is Harvard's
longest standing tradition, and garners approximately 40 attendees each morning, including
students, faculty, staff, and others in the Harvard community. Listen here.

CMEP was already scheduled to be in Boston in mid-October 2023 to speak with churches and
universities. After the events of October 7th, we were positioned to immeditely begin engaging people in
our calls for peace and justice. 

October 15, 2023
 A Guest Sermon 

by Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon 
First Church in Cambridge, UCC

travel highlight

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8dxnV0Ji9U
https://soundcloud.com/memorial-church/the-rev-dr-mae-elise-cannon-oct-18-2023-morning-prayers?in=memorial-church/sets/morning-prayers-at-harvard-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8dxnV0Ji9U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8dxnV0Ji9U


November 2023 brought our second annual Fr. Drew Christiansen
Holy Land Lecture, Series. 

Rev. Aune Carlson, CMEP’s then Director of Operations and
Communication, participated on a panel with Dr. Bernard Sabella
and Sir Jeff Abood at Notre Dame University. This portion of the
series was co-sponsored by the Kroc Institute for International
Peace Studies, the Liu Institute for Asia and Asian Studies, and the
Catholic Peacebuilding Network along with Churches for Middle
East Peace and the Bethlehem University Foundation.

On November 13th, The University of Scranton hosted a
program on “Israel-Palestine: Recent Developments &
Difficulties Ahead” featuring Dr. Bernard Sabella, a Palestinian
Catholic sociologist as part of a national lecture series in
memory of the late Fr. Drew Christiansen S.J. who was
dedicated to the preservation of the Palestinian Christian
community, to interreligious dialogue, and a just and lasting
peace in the Holy Land.

On Wednesday, November 15 - CMEP's Executive Director
hosted a Lecture online. Guests included: Palestinian

Christian Nabeela Barbari, formerly of the National Security
Staff and Department of Homeland Security and currently

the Executive Vice President of OTHSolutions, Incorporated,
a consulting firm supporting the national security

community at the intersection of strategy, policy, and
operations. Father Elias Mallon the Special Assistant to the

President of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association
(CNEWA). The conversation focused heavily on the current

realities now more than a month into Israel's war against
Hamas and the effects on Palestinian civilians in Gaza. 



CMEP’s Catholic Advisory Council’s  breakout session at the  Fall 2023 Ignatian Teach-In
demonstrated the enthusiasm for engagement among young people.  We had over 250
attendees and they had to move us to a bigger room to accommodate the interest, and it
still wasn’t big enough. The seats and floor were entirely full, and people had to be turned
away at the door. The interest and enthusiasm of the young people who came
encouraged our work.

On January 11th, 2024, CMEP Head of Advocacy, Kyle Cristofalo, and Programs and
Outreach Manager, Destiny Magnett, met with a group of about 12 students from
Columbia Theological Seminary at the PCUSA Office of Public Witness in DC. They spoke
about CMEP’s history and mission & work since October 7th, as well as their respective
roles at CMEP and how they came to this work. PCUSA board representative Cathrine
Gordon helped to facilitate the conversation and also offered words of wisdom about
discernment in justice-centered ministry.

CMEP’s outreach to
college and early career
adults | CMEP1835
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Our work is rooted in faith and we believe in the
power of prayer. From numerous in-person and
virtual prayer vigils, Ceasefire Christmas Prayer
Chains, and the countless candles lit for the
hope of peace, prayer has been a thread that
has held us together this past year. 

Pray without ceasing

545 people registered
for weekly prayer

weekly prayer time

In addition to vigils, we have hosted
an online prayer time every single
Wednesday since October 7, 2023.
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Alongside Red Letter Christians,
CMEP helped raise $100,000 for
Bethlehem Bible College via the
Advent service “Christ in the
Rubble.” This service was live-
streamed from Bethlehem and
featured Rev. Dr. Munther Issac -
Palestinian Christian Pastor,
theologian, and Dean of Bethlehem
Bible College. The now-viral sermon
was viewed by over 1 million people
and included in coverage by Time
and Al Jazeera. 

During Advent we  observed the spiritual season of waiting and longing
for the coming of the Prince of Peace, join us in our calls to make peace
known.

Each day, indiviudals and churches offered a prayer and a call to
Congress for a ceasefire, immediate and adequate humanitarian aid to
Gaza, and a holistic response to the long-standing root causes of the
conflict in Israel and Palestine.

100 individuals and churches downloaded CMEP’s resource packet to
create their own chain. 
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GAZA
CEASEFIRE

PILGRIMAGES
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120+
different US cities.

Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimages in

20+ countries

7 continents



Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimages
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More than $12,000 raised
for distribution to CMEP's peacebuilding programming in the U.S,  

Displaced Palestinians, and BBC Shepherd's Society for Gaza

CMEP Director of Operations Rev.
Aune Carlson, right, with another
member of the Grand Rapids GCP
event on March 9, 2024

Click to read.

https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/gaza-cease-fire-walk-held-in-scranton-lackawanna-county-ferouk-abedrabbo-islamic-association-university-churches-for-middle-east-peace-julie-schumache/523-66aaab5a-0535-4c32-9553-2a1209d287e1
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/gaza-cease-fire-walk-held-in-scranton-lackawanna-county-ferouk-abedrabbo-islamic-association-university-churches-for-middle-east-peace-julie-schumache/523-66aaab5a-0535-4c32-9553-2a1209d287e1


This year, our presentations gave particular attention to the events that have unfolded in the Holy
Land since October 7, 2023. Following October 7th, CMEP has continuously called for a permanent
bilateral ceasefire, the allowance of humanitarian aid into Gaza, and for the release of Israeli
hostages and Palestinians held without due process. We recognize that current events are rapidly
changing, and our speakers were prepared to discuss the most current news and updates from the
ground. During our presentations, we discussed the importance of advocating for human rights in
Israel and the Palestinian territories. The occupation has impacts on people living on all sides of the
conflict including both Israelis and Palestinians. Understanding the geopolitics, social considerations,
and other aspects of the conflict demands that we look beyond the headlines into the daily realities of
people living on the ground. 

Spring 2024

N e w

J e r s e y
I l l i n o i s

N e w

Y o r k

N o r t h

C a r o l i n a

We were grateful to speak to 971 people at 24 different events in 4 states over 10 days. 
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Highlights: Spring 2024 P2P

Wheaton Student gathering at Ewert home - April 25, 2024

The Ewert family near Wheaton College has been hosting students

since 1978. Every Thursday night 50+ students gather - often to hear

speakers, guests, or to pray and be in community together.  Pilgrimage

to Peace had the opportunity to spend some time with 75+ students

where we talked about what students can do to "make for peace" - they

were inspiring and hopeful! Students will lead the way.

Home Moravian Church - April 30, 2024

Home Moravian Church hosted P2P for a dinner and conversation with the broader

Winston-Salem community. The dinner prior to the event, where Rev. Dr. Cannon,

Destiny, and Jonathan shared intimate reflections on peacebuilding included 20

community leaders, including three generations of Moravian representatives to

CMEP's board. The main event held in the church sanctuary included 40 community

members and local leaders, and was a powerful witness and emotional witness to

the Christian call to speak out for peace and against injustice.

Gary United Methodist Church - April 25, 2024

Gary United Methodist Church created space for robust conversation

about geopolitics, theological challenges, and why the church has been

stubborn in terms of engagement. It was a powerful evening, and the

church looks forward to more opportunities to engage. 65 people were

in attendance, and we discussed church partnership. 

Page 15

North Carolina 

media coverage
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173 Churches downloaded Solidarity Sunday
resources to plan their own event. 

CMEP Social Media Manger
Fayelle Ewuakye  speaks at
her church, Kirkwood
Presbyterian Church USA in
Kennesaw, GA on Solidarity
Sunday.



Church Partners
CMEP Staff spoke at

churches in person

across the U.S.

including in Boston,

Seattle, Illinois,

North Carolina,

Michigan, Georgia,

New York, and

more. 

40
introductory

meetings with

potential church

partners. 

22
churches who

made first time

donations

26
churches have

purchased and

used our curriculum

on Israel/Palestine
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Many thanks to everyone for their part in the Solidarity Sunday service this past
Sunday! It was a wonderful service, bringing prayers and attention to the people of
Gaza, the Middle East and the great need for Peace. We are grateful for all who
were part of the planning and participation on Sunday Morning and to Churches for
Middle East Peace (CMEP) for their coordination of Solidarity Sunday across the
country. Our prayers continue for our brothers and sisters in Gaza, Palestine and
the Middle East, for the war and violence to end, aid to reach the starving and
injured people and for all to be free.

5

church

partner

testimonial

recording of CMEP

speaking event at a

church in Chicago,

Dec 2023

Westminster Pres,
Wilmington, DE

https://www.facebook.com/MDUptown/videos/799818481834469/
https://www.facebook.com/MDUptown/videos/799818481834469/
https://www.facebook.com/MDUptown/videos/799818481834469/
https://www.facebook.com/MDUptown/videos/799818481834469/
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high-level

meetings during

the delegation

CMEP Board Church communions and

organizations represented by delegates

25+

6

Meetings with Heads of

Churches in Jerusalem or their

representatives5

Executive Leaders Delegation
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CMEP Executive Leaders Delegation on the Mount of Olives

to Jordan, Israel, occupied Palestinian Territories, and Lebanon | January 2024

President of the Palestinian Authority
Mahmoud Abbas met with the delegation.
He expressed his appreciation for CMEP’s
work and thanked us profusely,
specifically for CMEP and the American
Christians who are calling for a ceasefire. 

The delegation had the privilege of
meeting with Jordanian Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman H.
Safadi to discuss political options toward
a comprehensive ceasefire and
negotiated peace agreements that will
bring an end to the bombing of Gaza, and
end to the occupation, and lasting peace.

Met with staff from the Office of

Palestinian affairs as well as staff from the

US Embassy in Jerusalem and Jordan.

Read the full trip report by clicking here.

https://cmep.org/2024-executive-leaders-report-master-document/


Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon

Executive Director, Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP)

H.E Vicki Downey

Lieutenant of Honor of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of
Jerusalem

Hassan El-Tayyab

Legislative Director for Middle East Policy, Friends Committee on National
Legislation, CMEP board representative

Susan Gunn

Director of Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns, CMEP board
representative

Bishop Steven Kellogg

CMEP board representative, Community of Christ

Rev. Sue Koenig

CMEP board representative, Moravian Church in America

Bridget Moix

General Secretary, Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)

Rev. Laura Osborne

CMEP board representative, Reformed Church in America (RCA)

Russell Testa

CMEP board representative, Franciscan Friars, and chair of CMEP Board

The Delegates

Page 20
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Delegation in the News
Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) executive leaders traveled to the Middle East in January of
2024 and completed extensive visits with Patriarchs and Heads of Churches, pastors and local
Christians, political leaders and heads of state, peace activists and human rights leaders in Israel,
the occupied Palestinian territories, Jordan, and Lebanon. CMEP leaders advocated for an end to all
violence and called for a comprehensive ceasefire, highlighting the massive number of deaths and
demanding an end to the bombing and ground invasion and its effects on civilians in Gaza. CMEP
also advocated for the immediate release of all hostages held by Hamas and other militant groups
and the release of Palestinian political prisoners. 

click to read click to read

click to read click to read

In addition, CMEP demanded immediate and
adequate humanitarian access be granted to

Gaza so that basic needs like water, food,
electricity, and health care be provided and

 not utilized as leverage for political aims
 and as weapons of war.

click to read

https://maryknollogc.org/resources/newsnotes/churches-middle-east-peace-visits-holy-land
https://www.mecc.org/mecc/2024/1/22/--ezwwy
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/16/us/politics/gaza-peace-lobby-washington.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/16/us/politics/gaza-peace-lobby-washington.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare


Middle East
Partners

cmep.org/about/partners
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The Ecumenical Advisory Group (EAG): CMEP convenes a coalition of various global
Christian NGO and international church workers in the Holy Land to collaborate and offer
encouragement in the work for peace and justice. The EAG consists of representatives of
our member communions living in Israel and Palestine.

A CMEP delegation was in Jordan,
Israel, and the West Bank in May
to engage religious actors in
peacebuilding. Rev. Dr. Mae
spoke at the Christ at the
Checkpoint conference at
Bethlehem Bible College.

The 2023 International Religious
Freedom (IRS) report featured

CMEP’s voice and data:
“CMEP . . . said lack of

protections for Christian
practice or Christians

themselves was forcing the
remaining minority to consider

fleeing the land."

click to read

http://cmep.org/about/partners
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/israel-west-bank-and-gaza/west-bank-and-gaza/


ASWR is a women’s empowerment initiative at CMEP that creates a safe space for Palestinian

and international women to build community, invite transformation, and take action.

ASWR events

include

international

webinars and

events for local

Palestinian

women.

November 2, 2023 was the kickoff to And Still We Rise 2024. The webinar Introducing “And Still We Rise”
2024, designed to introduce ASWR, its history, and its mission, featured remarks from CMEP Executive
Director, Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon, And Still We Rise Coordinator Tamar Haddad, and ASWR Leadership
Team Member, Shireen Awwad Hilal, from Bethlehem Bible College.

On March 8, 2024, celebrating International Women's Day, ASWR hosted an in-person Gathering titled
Palestinian Woman Leaders and the Healing Journey at the Bethlehem Bible Collage. The gathering
celebrated Palestinian women's leadership and fostered physical, mental, and spiritual healing in light of
recent tragedies in Gaza and the West Bank. The gathering featured psychology expert, Sandreen Hilal.

Page 23



And Still We Rise 2024

Elevating Women Leaders

Promoting Peace 

in the Middle East

Jericho, Palestine

 November 15-17, 2024

cmep.org/werise2024

ASWR Summit

Listen on YouTube

Engaging American and Palestinian women from diverse 
age groups and backgrounds, with special attention to 

current events since October 7th. 

6 episodes

12 Female Activists
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ASWR includes a group travel

experience to the Holy Land. 

If you would like to plan future

travel with CMEP, please visit

 cmep.org/trips

https://cmep.org/werise2024/
https://cmep.org/werise2024/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL93-bx4JSESImmK6N9YdZaZNLBlRQGfyk
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list%3DPL93-bx4JSESImmK6N9YdZaZNLBlRQGfyk&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1729278439255491&usg=AOvVaw1_s6s_INNByotOCN3Uetxx
http://cmep.org/trips


52 Connections 
Elevating our connections in the Middle East and the United States is central to our
advocacy efforts. These organizations are some of CMEP’s connections that work in the
United States and the Middle East.

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) is grateful for our coalition relationships. However,
these logos and relationships do not indicate agreement on all policy positions. 

cmep.org/connections 
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http://cmep.org/connections
http://cmep.org/connections
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https://cmep.org/action-alerts/


Regional Coordinators

Page 28

Regional Coordinators are CMEP's grassroots
advocacy team. Coordinators work with
people in distinct geographical areas to
coordinate meetings with Senators and/or
Congressional Representatives, increase the
number of people responding to CMEP’s calls
to contact their elected officials or members
of the White House administration, raise
awareness and education their grassroots
networks to equip them to be better
advocates for peace in the Holy land.

CMEP is proud to have 24 Regional Coordinators from 18 States. 
Visit cmep.org/team to look up the one near you! 

 Nicole Anderson Cobb, then CMEP Illinois
Regional Coordinator, took part in February Calls
For Ceasefire at Rep. Budzinski's Office in Illinois.
We encourage you to raise your voice in
whatever way you can to call for a ceasefire
NOW. 

https://cmep.org/team/


In November, CMEP partnered with the Middle East Democracy Center, the Tahrir

Institute, and Telos to host Palestinian leaders, Rev. Munther Isaac, Rev. Jack Sara,

and Tamar Haddad. While in DC, the delegation had several meetings with

Congressional offices, the White House, and State Department to advocate for an

immediate and durable ceasefire. In addition, they spoke at a public prayer vigil

hosted on Capitol Hill and were interviewed by several media outlets including the

BBC and NPR

Rev. Dr. Jack Sara (left), Rev. Dr.
Munther Isaac, and Rev. Dr. Mae
Elise Cannon at White House on
November 28, 2023.

Palestinian Delegation to DC

  Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac (left),
Tamar Haddad (second from
right), and Rev. Dr. Jack Sara
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From Tuesday, April 9th-Thursday, April 11th Churches for Middle
East Peace (CMEP) hosted our 40th Anniversary Advocacy Summit:
Four Decades of Pursuing Peace. Over the three-day Summit, we
reflected on CMEP’s witness through the years and reaffirmed our
commitment to continuing to educate U.S. Christians on the realities
in the Middle East, elevate the voices of local peacemakers, and
advocate for a just and lasting end to conflicts in the region. 

2024 Advocacy Summit

Four Decades of Pursuing Peace

CMEP's 40th Anniversary Dinner 

& Advocacy Summit

Washington, D.C.

April 9-11, 2024

Page 30



On Tuesday, April 9th, CMEP hosted more than 130 people for

a dinner reflecting on four decades of pursuing peace. The

event, which was held at the National Union Building in

Washington, DC, featured remarks from a number of CMEP's

longtime friends and supporters, including Executive Director

Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon, former (and first!) Executive

Director Corinne Whitlatch, who joined via video, Rev. Dr. Mitri

Raheb, Rev. Dr. Jack Sara, and Shireen Awwad Hilal.

Representatives from CMEP’s board–Susan Gunn, Dennis

Frado, Joyce Ajlouny, Russ Testa, and Rev. Dr. Tyrone Pitts–

reflected on the ways in which they have valued their

partnership with CMEP over the years. We were delighted to

have a wide array of CMEP supporters and friends, including

several regional bishops and executive leaders from CMEP

member communions, current and former board

representatives, leadership council members, regional

coordinators, and local supporters. The dinner set a positive

tone for the rest of the three-day Summit.

Anniversary Dinner: April 9

Left: Dinner attendees listen to a

message from CMEP’s First Executive

Director, Corinne Whitlatch

Right: Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, Omar

Shaban, and Shireen Awwad Hilal

speak to those gathered. 
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The Summit’s formal programming began Wednesday, April 10th with a day of keynote speakers,

panels, and updates from CMEP staff. The program was co-facilitated by Destiny Magnett, CMEP’s

Programs and Outreach Manager, and Tamar Haddad, CMEP’s And Still We Rise Coordinator. On

Capitol Hill, 160 participants from across the country gathered to receive updates on CMEP’s work,

hear from Palestinian Christian leaders and Middle East policy experts, and prepare for advocacy

meetings with their Congressional offices. We were honored to have Palestinian Christian leaders

with us: Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb (Dar Al Kalima University), Rev. Dr. Jack Sara (Bethlehem Bible

College), Shireen Awwad Hilal (Bethlehem Bible College), and Daoud Nassar (Tent of Nations).

Through sharing their personal Palestinian experiences, each of the Palestinian speakers inspired

the attendees to remain committed to using their voices to advocate for peace and an end to all

violence.

 

Our April 10th programming also included an advocacy panel with Bill Deere (UNRWA), Lara

Friedman (FMEP), and Jim Zogby (Arab American Institute), moderated by CMEP Board member

David Wildman (The United Methodist Church, General Board of Global Missions). The panelists

provided expert analysis on U.S. policy on Israel/Palestine since October 7th and insights on the

challenging humanitarian crisis in Gaza. In addition to hearing from some of CMEP’s external

partners, Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon, and Russ Testa, Chair of the CMEP Board,

gave an update on our progress throughout the years with a special focus on achievements post-

October 7th. Finally, CMEP board member Hassan El-Tayyeb (Friends Committee on National

Legislation) and CMEP’s Senior Director of Advocacy and Government Relations, Kyle Cristofalo, led

training for attendees on effective advocacy for those meeting with their congressional offices 

the following day.

Summit Programming: April 10
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On Thursday, April 11th, attendees met with more than 60 congressional offices across 18 states

and the District of Columbia. During the meetings, summit attendees advocated for a bilateral

and comprehensive ceasefire, for the release of hostages held in Gaza and Palestinian prisoners

held without due process, for adequate and immediate humanitarian assistance,

demilitarization, and addressing the core causes of the conflict. Attendees shared personal

stories regarding their commitment to pursuing peace as well as anecdotes shared during the

prior days of the Summit. 

The Summit concluded on April 11th with a public prayer vigil overlooking the Capitol Building

in Washington, DC.. The vigil featured remarks from CMEP staff, leadership council members,

and Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon. Despite a bit of rain, the vigil was a

tremendously meaningful way to conclude a day of more than 60 CMEP meetings on the Hill

and centered participants in the ongoing work for peace and justice. 

Advocacy Day: April 11

“The experience in DC was powerful on many
levels… But what made our presence in DC

particularly distinctive was its deep spiritual
rootedness – in the prayers that sustained

us, the symbols we drew upon, the authority
we claimed – especially in a town in which
religious proclamations can ring hollow – 

used to offer veneer to violent, exclusionary,
imperial interests.” 

- Rev. Susie Hayward, 
CMEP Leadership Council
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website refresh visit cmep.org 
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74 Statements &
Press Releases

For more: cmep.org/press-news

View all the letters, statements, and press releases at 
cmep.org/press-news

We have repeatedly called for comprehensive bilateral ceasefire and for the release of
hostages and prisoners; for demilitarization and stopping arms to Israel; for humanitarian
aid and restoration of UNRWA funding, and to address the root causes to prevent even

more death and despair in the future. When it’s time to speak, CMEP is speaking up to all
who will listen. We addressed statements and letters to the the press, to the American

Christian Community, to politicians, and to a global community working for justice.  

https://cmep.org/press-news/public-statements-letters/?_press_tags=calls-for-justice&_years=2024
https://cmep.org/press-news/
https://cmep.org/press-news/


Raising our
collective voices as
faith leaders
CMEP led the initiative to draft three
“global letters” signed by church based
leaders around the world and forwarded
to their respective governement officials.

And we signed on to
dozens more in partnership
with local leaders
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https://cmep.org/march-2024-international-letter/
https://cmep.org/july-2024-global-bishops-letter/
https://cmep.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Sign-On-Letter-from-U.S.-Catholics-on-Israel-Palestine-May-2024.pdf


CMEP In the News
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The support of donors and funders allowed CMEP to amplify our media reach and the
message that U.S. Christians demand a comprehensive ceasefire. In 2024, we saw
coverage of this message for peace and justice in increasingly larger media platforms.
One of our global letters was mentioned on more than 70 NPR stations. 

CMEP was mentioned or quoted in, contributed to, or appeared in the below outlets and many more: 

Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon
was named as one of the
women shaping the
church by Sojourners
Magazine

519+ MEDIA
MENTIONS

https://www.npr.org/2024/05/26/1244131702/conservative-christians-are-lending-support-and-cash-to-israel-at-war
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/05/world-leaders-fail-to-act-as-israeli-invasion-of-rafah-worsens-humanitarian-catastrophe/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/04/30/christians-us-peacemakers-gaza-war/73456593007/
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/2024-04-17/ty-article-magazine/.premium/the-peace-movement-has-failed-why-this-u-s-evangelical-wants-to-stop-arming-israel/0000018e-e740-db8e-a1bf-ff4f7d080000
https://sojo.net/articles/9-christian-women-shaping-church-2024
https://sojo.net/articles/9-christian-women-shaping-church-2024


Rev. Dr. Mae Elise
Cannon was a guest on
MSNBC in May 2024

The world was paying attention
to what U.S. Christians were
saying and supporting during
the ongoing violence.

CMEP spoke up at every chance
we got to call for a ceasefire,
humanitarian aid, and the
importance of addressing 
the root cause

click to read

click to read

Page 39

https://x.com/AymanMSNBC/status/1787289156814602686?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1787289156814602686%7Ctwgr%5E69f8d7eda7bfaa576d577b5931967d95c1ac945a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fbc3-production-assets-cdn.basecamp-static.com%2F3942658%2Fembeds%2FeyJfcmFpbHMiOnsibWVzc2FnZSI6IkJBaEpJaWRuYVdRNkx5OWlZek12UlcxaVpXUXZNekUxT0RFd01EOWxlSEJwY21WelgybHVCam9HUlZRPSIsImV4cCI6bnVsbCwicHVyIjoiYXR0YWNoYWJsZSJ9fQ%3D%3D--2b86ca8b8d93971b54a451780b50aa16e325bfb1%2Ffull
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/2024-04-17/ty-article-magazine/.premium/the-peace-movement-has-failed-why-this-u-s-evangelical-wants-to-stop-arming-israel/0000018e-e740-db8e-a1bf-ff4f7d080000
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/04/30/christians-us-peacemakers-gaza-war/73456593007/


Social Media

Viewers have
watched 5k+
hours of our

videos

@churchesformep

3,269
981

minutes of daily updates

minutes of
educational webinars
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people had a first time

engagement with

CMEP

9,910

Followers before 10/7/23

Followers as of 8/31/24

Fa
ce

bo
ok

Ins
tag

ra
m

Tw
itte

r/X

Yo
uT

ub
e

Th
re

ad
s

Tik
To

k
0

2000

4000

6000

8000

41,410 YouTube views 
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The full CMEP Team is made up of not only highly qualified, passionate, and
innovative staff members but also bright Ambassador Warren Clark Fellows,
dutiful interns, and volunteers as well as committed board members and an
esteemed leadership council of prominent diplomats (retired), politicians,
church leaders, academics, and business and media professionals with a
particular interest and connection to the Middle East. We are grateful for each
individual’s experience, wisdom, and work on behalf of CMEP and peace.

We are also grateful for the wisdom and experience of our Leadership Council,
chaired by Susan Hayward.  

Learn more about all the people who do the work of
peace and justice at cmep.org/team

staff | fellows | interns | volunteers
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https://cmep.org/team/
https://cmep.org/team/
https://cmep.org/team/


Individuals
39%

Foundations, Grants
20%

PPP, ERC
12%

Events
11%

Board Members
7%

Other
5%

Honoraria
1%

Support Raised

You've most likely heard us say this before - we
believe that by working together: Justice can
prevail. Peace is possible. CMEP is grateful for

every penny and every prayer given toward our
mission. Thank you for your part in seeking 

justice and peace.  Donate Here. 
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Numbers are based on Fiscal Year 2023

Church Partners
5%

New Donors made up 37% of online
donations during the 2023 Fiscal Year.
New Donors are on track to be 40% of our
online giving in Fiscal Year 2024. 

Total Income 2023: $835,663.65

http://cmep.org/donate
http://cmep.org/donate


Anonymous
for the And Still We Rise (ASWR): Middle East Women’s
Empowerment Project.

Bellevue Presbyterian Church (BelPres)
for Global Outreach Ministry Funding FY2024.

El Hindi Foundation
for outreach to US Evangelicals.

Gemmer Family Foundation
for the And Still We Rise (ASWR): Middle East Women’s
Empowerment Project.

the Hassib Sabbagh Foundation
for general funding to help support our broad work engaging
Evangelical leaders in leading their networks and congregations to
action on behalf of peace and justice in the Middle East.

$35k

$10k

$150k

$2k

$35k

Grants Received
During the 23-24 Program Year

Luce-AAR (granted to CMEP Staff)

for the And Still We Rise (ASWR): Middle East Women’s
Empowerment Project.

Open Society Foundation 
for CMEP to coordinate Christian advocacy to resolve the conflict in
Palestine/Israel via rights-centered, long-term solutions.

Rock Spring UCC SAM Grants
for general funding to help support our mission for
peace in the Middle East.

$5k

$150k

$5k
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CMEP’S BOARD MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES

 Al l iance of  Bapt is ts :  Kather ine Metres Akbar1.

 American Bapt is t  Churches,  USA: Rev.  Wi l l iam T.  Young,  IV2.

 American Fr iends Serv ice Commit tee:  Jenni fer  B ing3.

 Ant iochian Orthodox Archdiocese of  North America:  Fr .  Thomas Zain4.

 Armenian Orthodox Church:  Archbishop Vicken Aykazian5.

 Cathol ic  Rel ief  Serv ices,  observer6.

 Chris t ian Church (Disc iples  of  Chris t ) :  Peter  Makari7.

 Chr is t ians for  Social  Act ion:  Nikki  Toyama-Szeto,  observer8.

 Chris t ian Reformed Church9.

 Church of  the Brethren:  Rev.  Nate Hosler ,  Ph.D.10.

 Church World Serv ice:  George Devendorf11.

 Community  of  Chris t :  S teve Kel logg12.

 The Episcopal  Church:  Paul  Feheley13.

 Evangel ical  Covenant  Church:  Er ikka Hedberg14.

 Evangel icals  4 Just ice:  Dr.  Andrea Smith15.

 Evangel ical  Lutheran Church in America:  Dennis  Frado16.

 Franciscan Fr iars  (OFM):  Russ Testa17.

 Fr iends Commit tee on Nat ional  Legis lat ion:  Hassan El-Tayyab18.

 Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of  America,  Kather ine Wilkens 19.

 Lot t  Carey Foreign Miss ionary Society:  Rev.  Emmett  Dunn20.

 Maryknol l  Off ice for  Global  Concern:  Susan Gunn21.

 Mennoni te Central  Commit tee USA, Zachary Murray22.

 Moravian Church in America:  Sue Koenig23.

 Nat ional  Counci l  of  Churches:  Tony Kireopoulos24.

 Pax Chris t i  USA,  Scot t  Wright25.

 Presbyter ian Church,  USA: Cather ine Gordon26.

 Progress ive Nat ional  Bapt is t  Convent ion,  Rev.  Tyrone Pi t ts27.

 Reformed Church in America:  Laura Osborne28.

 Uni tar ian Universal is t  Associat ion 29.

 Uni ted Church of  Chris t :  Peter  Makari30.

 Uni ted Methodis t  Church,  General  Board of  Church & Society:  Col leen Moore31.

 Uni ted Methodis t  Church,  General  Board of  Global  Minis tr ies:  David Wildman32.

 Uni ted Methodis t  Church,  Uni ted Methodis t  Women33.

 U.S.  Conference of  Cathol ic  B ishops,  observer34.

 H.E.  Vicki  Downey,  independent  member35.

as of August 2024
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NEW BOARD MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS AND THEIR
REPRESENTATIVES SINCE SEPTEMBER 2023

Progressive National Baptist Convention
Tyrone Pitts (October 2023)

Mennonite Central Committee US 
Zachary Murray (January 2024)

Pax Christi USA
Scott Wright (June 2024)

Independent member
Vicki Downey (July 2024)
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