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Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) Joins the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in 
Jerusalem in Condemning Events Yesterday That Caused the Deaths of Civilians in Gaza Seeking 

Aid

March 1, 2024 
Washington, D.C. 

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) joins the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem
in condemning the atrocious and despicable events yesterday that caused the deaths and injuries of
so many civilians in Gaza seeking aid and humanitarian assistance. We, alongside Christians in the
United States and around the world, join the voices of millions of people calling for all violence to be
brought to an immediate and complete end and for a comprehensive ceasefire to be reached. In
addition, CMEP and our member communions call for immediate and adequate humanitarian
assistance to be allowed into Gaza, for hostages to be released in exchange for Palestinian
prisoners, and for the core causes of the ongoing crisis to be addressed. We pray for the
sustainability of our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Holy Land and that all who have suffered
and experienced trauma from the atrocities of the October 7th attacks, the violence between warring
parties, and the ongoing injustices of decades of occupation might be brought comfort and healing.
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Recent CMEP Statements and Press Releases:

February 23, 2024: Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) Calls on US Government to Hold
Israel Accountable to US Laws and for the Deaths of American Citizens. We mourn the
staggering loss of life that we continue to witness. We fervently pray and work for an end to the
assault on Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. We call upon the US government to cease
sending additional military to Israel, to support and press for an immediate ceasefire, to ensure the
provision and delivery of necessary humanitarian aid, to work for a just and lasting peace that
ensures the rights of all involved, and to hold Israel accountable to US laws and for the deaths of
American citizens.

February 15, 2024: Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) Executive Director joins 22
church-based denominational leaders in a letter to President Biden. Churches for Middle East
Peace (CMEP) Executive Director Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon joined 22 church-based
denominational leaders in a letter to President Biden. Several signatories of the letter were in
Washington, DC where they delivered the letter during meetings with staff at the State Department
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs and with Ambassador Rashad Hussain, Ambassador at Large for
International Religious Freedom.

February 14, 2024: Christian Leaders Take Public Action on Ash Wednesday to Call for a
Ceasefire, a Political Process, and Humanitarian Assistance to Gaza. On Wednesday, February
14 at 11:00 AM in Lafayette Park by the White House, national Christian organizations and
peacemakers will launch a weekly Lenten Ceasefire Campaign, starting with a Catholic Mass to be
followed by an ecumenical public witness, to call attention to and in mourning for the tens of
thousands of lives that have been destroyed in Gaza and Israel since October 7, 2023.

February 7, 2024: Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) Demands Action to Protect
Christians in the Holy Land. On Saturday, February 3rd, a Christian priest and head of Dormition
Abbey, Father Nikodemus Schnabel, was spit on by Israeli settlers while wearing clerical garb and a
cross pendant by Zion Gate (or Bab al-Nabi Daoud) in the Old City of Jerusalem. CMEP strongly
condemns these acts of violence against Christians occurring in the Holy Land. 

See all of our public statements and press releases.
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Formed in 1984, Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) is a coalition of more than 30 national church

communions and organizations, including Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, and Evangelical traditions that works to

encourage US policies that actively promote a comprehensive resolution to conflicts in the Middle East with a

focus on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. CMEP works to mobilize US Christians to embrace a holistic perspective

and to be advocates of equality, human rights, security, and justice for Israelis, Palestinians, and all people of the

Middle East.

Contact Us

Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP)
110 Maryland Ave NE, Suite 505
Washington, District of Columbia 20002
(202) 543-1222  info@cmep.org
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